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the orders of the general who is said to have been sent from Prague,
have unlimited control. It is reported that some units of the Hlinka
guard made a show of resistance, but that they were held in check.
It was all confined to a few shots and some scuffling.

The Cabinet of Prague, according to M. Chvalkovsky's communi-
cation this morning to my British colleague, is said to be confident of
complete success on the home front. As to the attitude of Germany,
the Minister for Foreign Affairs had not yet noticed the least reaction
from that side.

According to rumours which seem to be gaining strength, concen-
trations of German troops are taking place near the southern frontiers
of Moravia and Slovakia. It should be observed that such rumours,
for the time being are interpreted as a probable indication of Germany's
desire, by intimidatory action, to exploit the situation created by her
agents and to exercise pressure so as to extend her domination over
Czechoslovakia.                                                           LACROIX.

No. 54

M. DE MONTBAS, French Charge d'Affaires in Berlin,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, March 11,  1939.

THE conflict which has arisen between the Czechs and the Slovaks
has suddenly taken an alarming turn, not only following the proclama-
tion of martial law in Bratislava and the disbanding of the Slovak
formations for self-protection (this measure, since yesterday, is being
commented on in the German Press in a threatening tone), but also
by the fact that Mgr. Tiso is reported to have addressed (as con-
firmed this morning by the D.N.B.) an appeal for help to the Govern-
ment of the Reich. In such circumstances we must expect the latter
to intervene very soon by ordering the Government of Prague to
reconsider the measures just taken and to respect Slovak autonomy.
According to information received at the Embassy, this intervention
may, as soon as next week, take the form of an "armed mediation."

Although up to the present moment the attitude of the German
Press is less aggressive than when the "liberation" of the Sudeten
was to the fore, it foreshadows that Germany will not remain passive
and that she is adopting the cause of the nationalists revolting against
the Government of Prague.                                         MONTBAS.
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M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Paris, March 13,  1939.

WHILE at the Wilhelmstrasse, as late as in the evening of March 12,
they professed to be confident that M. Chvalkovsky would find a
satisfactory solution for the crisis within Czechoslovakia, the Minister